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Tothe Seckerof TruthinSrmcerity; 
Di*&#ECTIONS. | 


\ Min HRISTIAN BROTHER, that lookeſt heres 
Ar on, and art willing and deſScons through Chriſt to 
© ſearch after and toreceivethelove of the Truth, ther- 
&@ how mayeſt be ſaved, and mayeſt furtber kpow- and 
L992 worſhip our God, and Father 5n Chriſt acceptably, in- 
ſpirir and in truth, to glorifie his Name before men, 
| m whtereinthou haſtprophanedand polluted it,as we 
'- | \ have done, by conforming (with the times) to the © 
precepts and yraditions of men : Ponder with ns for thy dire&ion 
theſe particalars, 1. Thu the Myſtery of ruth is not manifeſt to + 
the World, the generality, buvto the Saints, ho are dead to the Wordd,,.. 
John 14.22. & 19+ 6. Col, 1, 26. &2.-20, & J« 35: 3, Hence this js 


found amongſt them that. are moſt tall of love, Gal. 5,6. Jobn 1 3. 


35. He that dwells (or abides) in thar love, abides inGod, aad God in 
him, 1 John 4.16. 3. Hence is amongſt them that to others ſodoe, as--- 
they would be done unto, Mat. 7.12. 41d tbar whatfoever they would 
not ſhould be done to themfelves, doe nor it to orhers.(AR.15,20.29, 
Old Tranſl. Margin. v, 20, Regine,v. 29. Complnt, Regime int Niturali & 
Grz<, vernſt. & oprimis, aitinfg. Selde» D- Anno Civile,c. 21-'& De 
Ture Gent. /.. 7.c. 12.) 4. I's among the pitifull. That yee ſeeks - 
to the fatherleflc 3nd widowes in their atflition, and keepe themſclves 
unfporred from the world, John x. 27: & 378 Wiſzdome is not from 
below, but from above, and is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, well. 
perſwad-d; (or rightly obedient ) full of mercy a> 3-17. 6. Do «- 
mongſt ſwcb, ar living godly in Chriit Jeſus, perſecution fos his- 
Names fake, 2 Tim 3. 12, John 15,19. & 16.33. Mat. 5. 10, 11,.. 

Now if thou hardly kn weft ſuch ; Say to him whom thy foul loveth,. 
Otell mee where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt rhy locks lye down, 
Cam. 1. 7--and he will give ir#e wiſedome-to thee, to di/cerne of per= 


4 ; that d: '/ 
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"Tet expetinot a Role without a pricke or ſpot, In many things we fi 


ell. 1f ay ſlip 0; in word, he perfelt, Jam. 3-2. E xpett therefore to 


#his, among ſt then, that in their gencrall aime and courſe, walke neareſt 
according to that Rule, Gal, 6. 16, And be 8.doerot the will of God, 
a far thonknoweſt, Jobny. 17, aud mawly be taken upapith the know- 

ledge, Grace, and love of Jelus Chiiſt, thai thy heart may-be«ſtabliſbed 
therewith, Heb. 13. 8,9. . 

For onr parts, ſhame may cover car facer, thatwe have walked after as 
men :bxe benceforth on aimeir ſoto walke as becotneth the Goſpel, * 

Canſſe it ts of griefe to ou ſouler, that there ſyxnld be Oppeſutions between 
our Brethren «nd us, when the Camanire (i, depreſſing Merchants) and 
the breach-making Perizite, are in the Land, Gen. 13. 7, 3, 

The truth is, after long ſeeking our God, and ofi diſcuſſing with our. 
Brethren, we peaceably ſet wpon Reformation, Prattiſing what we were 
convinced was moſt agrecabletorhe Word of God : Or Brother began 
«4z4inſt ur; Printing <gainft this our pratliſe : Tet we ferbore long, till we 
ſaw, that by our fileuce, not onely we, but Truth ſuffered; thin were we fors 
ced co print Our juſt Defence of ſundry Poſitions, And bed he there ftaied, 
we bad, now,abode filest,who by printing this may each of ne ſence « | 
wiſe, imprudent,( 4s Paul ſaid oft of bim/elfe, being forcid ſo to write in bu 
owne, and the Truth: Defence, 2, Cor. 12.11, & 11, And tr#ely, bad it 
been owr perſons ozely that ſuffered, (though therein weſbare <99) by thu 

Late Printed Epiſtle, with cert aine DBueries (heing for aw Anlwer to our 
Defenee ;,) we had in this hinde held our peave; (although owr Brother 
could not eafily repaire owr Damage.) But ſeeing Truth now ſuffers a (e- 
cond time, by oxr ſo long forbearing, wo. are ageine enforced to this 
ſeeming folly or imprudence. «And by our viewing and pondering onr Bro. 
thers angry bitter expreſſions, if we in any paſſage ſeere to any, to have Jeag- 
ned ſome of his wayes ; ( hich we confeſſe we are ſubjeli unto, Pro,2 2.25.) 
Let our weakeneſſe remaine with us, and not be charged on the Caule, or 
Truth that we maintaine. We are learwing notto render evill for evill, 
or lag railing, 1 Pet. 3.9. 4nd hope we ſpall more fully be taught of 
Godtherein, 
- Chriſtian Reader, Jf thes haſt read owr Brother: Epiſtle, we intreat thee 
to have one eare for this our Anſwer thereto : remembring what the wiſe- 
man ſa;4; Hethatis firſt in his owne cauſe, ſeemetb juſt ; but his neigh- 
bour cometh and ſearcheth him, Prov. 18.17. Confider what is faid, 
and the Lord givethee «nd, underſtanding in all things. 2 Tim, 2.7. 
Amen. | 
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Sundry Poſitions and Scriptures.,for 
the Congregational-way JuSTIFYED : 


Reverend and beloved Brother, 


Ou have ſaluted us witha querelous' and 
Apologericall Epiſtle z a querulous in re- 
ference tous, and Apologeticall in refe- 
rence to your _ſelfe; And; with-an 122 
Queries, to-all-which you-require us to 
give rationall_ and ſcripturall Anſwers ; 
We will firſt take your Epiſtle into conſi- 
rwards debate what is mectetobe ſaid in 
reference to your Queries. "09-1 
And firſt we will conſider the juſtnefſe of thoſe charges 
that you lay upon us» Secondly, VV hether you have acquit- 
| ted your £5 from thoſe charges you ſay arc laid upon-you. 
The chaFges you make againſt us| may be referred to fe- Sed, 1. 
ven heads. | 
1. That we unjuſtly charge you of provoking us to be 
your Antagoniſt in print.pag+3+ 29 
- -2/ Thatthere is adifference betwixt our Titlopage' and 
the text. pag. 8, 9. A 2 3- That 


mo 


- — 


your expreſſions. pag 11. 
6. That contrary to rale-and reaſon when we ſhould 
make good the proofe of the Poſition from the Text alled- 
hen ou togfove the contiity. Pas 12 iS 

7. Thatwecurtall and clipyour anfwers, fold themvpin 
obſcure &c. Omit that which we know to be more perti- 
nent, while we tranſcribe and largely anſwer ſome thing 
leſs pertinent ipag! vr. 1 (its 2*: i 

To beginge,with the firſt : How doe you acquit your ſelfe 
from provokipg us to be'yotur Antagonifts'in print ? 4d 
the Booke breake forth into the world againſt your con- 
ſent * Your ſelfe imply the contrary, when you ſay others. 
(rather then your'ſelfey thought fit'rhe exanttination&c. 


ſhould'be pritited. And what charge ſoever you op 
cerning the prefixing of your 'name ; yet we £9 P 
orant'\har by & : H: Ac eArof Maygth © is .. 


ns 


meaiit.' Yer itiwas not your:name (which w&tovejas werdoe 
our perſon) that could provokeus, but rhe mach ip-the 
Booke; which as it tended-to the ſubverſion of that Go- 
vernmentwhich- is in ourapprehenſtons ſutable rothe gal- 
den rale of the word of God, andthe fettingup of another 
governmet,which in the thiags in controverſiewe can ſee no 
otherground-for, ſavehumane policyand prudence, (ſo. cal- 
Jed) meaſured by the line of naturaH.reafpn} ſo.itgeflieaed 
wpon us in ſofne particulars which falling from:;o5 in con- 
ference orwriting you took up, and committed your an-- 
wer unto they to be made ;publique. ;And fox that cauſe 
when we ſaw. no other of better abiljtaey} rake up rhe buſ- 
'neſſe, we-thought we-werer boundite makaqur acfecnce 2s: 
af S e 5.1; Rubligne 
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publique. But as Joſeph in another caſe ſaid to his Brethren, Gen.45.;; 


Be not grieved that ye ſold mee, &c: ſo whether you provo- 
ked, or whether we without cauſe were provoked, yet if 
God (as we: hope he will) make this a meanes tobolc our 
ſome truth of his, fo farre forth we ſhall rejoyce ia it; 
our ſecond charge is, that there isa difference berwixt 

our Title page and the Text ( pag 7, 8.) for ſay you. Toe 
Title i, wy endefinitely, that the Poſitiqns aud Scriptures al- 
ledged (pot ſome or mapy of them) by me examined, are ſufficient, 
pertinent and full of power, aud are manifeſied, yes clearely mant- 
felted ſo to be. But in your text you diſclarme the places applyed to 
Poſitton 2 3, 4s it us by me controverted and: are confident they are 
nat found tn the workes of any (ongregationall man, epc. 

Anſw rt. The-title page was not that we ſent up, but was 
prefixed toour defence by a Friend, to whoſe care we com- 
mirted it, to ſee tothe priating of ir, our ſelves living at ſuch 
diſtance. And if lefle had beene given out in the Title, it 
would not have derogated from. the validity of the w orxe, 
and would have liked us better. Notwithſtanding we doubt 
not bur to maintaine the concordance betwixt the Text and 
it, though not perhaps in. every Puaizlio. Yet it muſk 
underſtood, that ſe,farre as the Poſitions and ſcriptures are aurs, 
and truly and juſtly a!ledged by you as ours, ſo farre we maintaine 
the ſufficiency and pertinency of them, And alſo fo farre as 
Congregationall men have intended to make uſe of ther, 
in reference to their true and proper ſcope, in alledging 
them, they are full of power, for they have produced and 


mentioned ſeverall of them as probable; and there js. 


ſtrength of probability though not of certainty, even in 
thoſe texts in which the infallibility of them 1s not aſſerted, 
2, The tive that we ſentup prefixed to our Booke, you 


may behold it in the firſt page of our defence without yaria- - 


tion, and we ſuppoſe you will judge it modeſt enough. 
3- And whatſoever. may be ſai for the reſt, yet {ure we 


are,jin the inſtance you.give. there is. no: difference betwixt - 


them... 
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them. For the Title page ingageth to # defence of ſundry P o- 
ſfittons , and ſcriptures alledged to juſtifie the Congregationall 
way ; But Poſition 23 as tis by you controverted, ts a do- 
Arine deviſed by your ſelfe, and the ſcriptures fixed by your 
ſelfe, to render us odious to all other Churches and all o- 
ther Saints. As forus, we hate and deteſt the thought of 
confining the Prieſtly, Propheticall, and Kingly Othces of 
Chriſt, to Churches meerely Congregationall ; Neither 
were theſe ſcriptures ever alledged by us, or any of our 
judgement, (to our var: of bay any ſuch purpoſe: 
therefore without claſhing with our Tt page, we might 
and ought toexplode them. 
' 4+ Foraſmuch as your T:tle page runnes thus, The exam:- 
nation of ſundry ſcriptures _— by our Brethren in defence of 
ſome particulars of therr way : Either make it out that ſome 
Brethren of the Congregational! way , have made uſe of 
theſe ſcriptures to thzs purpoſe, or elſe there will be found 
not onely an imaginary,but areall claſhing betwixt your | ti. 
tle page and your text, and you alſo will be found guilty the 
ſecond time, of a grievous reproach, not onely againſt the 
Brethren, bur againſt the way it ſelte. 

For the ſecond place, viz. Poſition the 15, wherein ſay 
you, After the apy of ſome Autborities inſtead of anſwe- 


Fng of Eph.q.1 1.yet more modeſt language (l:t any man finde im. 


© as oc * 


on of Eph. 4. 
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ther you tranſlate the prepolitive . article avs , ſome, or 
theſe , you gaine ones itz we endeavour to prove 
that the DoRors are not Schoole-DoRors, but Church 
Doors, from Rym. 12. 7,8. 1 (or. 12.8. andthen proceed 
fo prove that theſe Church DoRors are diitin& . from 
Church Paſtors, not onely by the authority of Zexcby, bur 
by the reaſons rendred by Parew and Bucer, and ſpecified 
us, viz. That God gives diſtin gifts to Paſtors trom thoſe 
that he gives to Teachers : For to the one is givena ſpeciall 
faculty ofexhs6rtation, to the other a clearer underſtandi 
of doQrine, and conſequently they arediſtinR offices ; And 
yet you would make all men beiceve, that in our Reply, we 
defend not the Text at all. ., 
Concerning our concluſion, in which immodeſ language 
is charged upon'you, and your defence of your ſelfe (Let any 
man finde immodeſty en that examination if be can) we ſay, we 
conceive not our ſelves injurious in it atall. For the immo- 
deſt language, though it be not inthe examination of this 
Poſition, yet we findeit in the firſt words of the preface 
which is applicable in your proper ſcope,to all the' poſiti- 
ons, and ſo cor.ſequently to this Poſition, viz. True Poſitions 
and lanfull praftiſes muſt not (much teſſe untrue and unlanfull) 
be fathered upon God by miſinterpretation of his word, &c. 
In which words you doe infinuate the Poſitions which 
you examine, and praQtiſes built upon them to be untrue 
andunlawfull, and to be farhered on God by miſinterpreta- 
tion of Gods word. And therein you doe nor _ us 
onely, but lay an immodeſt charge upon Bucer, Zanchy, Part- 
#, who concurre with us in our. Poſition and interpretati- 
Thirdly, ſay you, Doe you clearly manifeſt that the text Mat. 
18. (whatſoever other texts doe) doth prove that the Church muſt 


be Congregational ? 


 Anſw, Weclearely manifeſt; what in conference we have 


endeavoured to prove out of theſe words; and the Poſition 
_—_ % 215 
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25 you have laid it downe and doc controvert it, we ſhall 
belceveto be your owne Fiction,ttt] you produce your Au- 
thor. Weholdthar' the exerciſe of Church Power by the 
Congregationall.Church isfounded upon this text, as the 
obſervation of the Chridian Sabboth is upon the fourth 
Commandmet, Ve haveclearely proved that Chriſt in this 
place ſendy the offerided Brother ro the Church endowed 
with power at that time when the offence ſhould be commit- 
ted,and therfore ſends the Brethren of the Jewiſh Churchto 
the ſewiſh Church, whilt that Church remained in power : 
2nd ſends the brethren of Chriftian-Churches in the times 
ofthe Goſpell to Congregationall Churches as they ſtand 
in oppoſition to Claſſicall, Provincial, Nationall and Oe- 
cumenicall Churches. And how flight ſoever you make -of 
this our Reply;except by ſcripturall reaſons, you force us to 
quir this ground, you loſe your Presbyterian cauſe. 

Fourth y ſay you, Poſition the 20, Have you clearely mani- 
feſted rhat the Keys were given to Peter to be uſed by bim, (For you 
could not but know that to be the meaning) as a Deſciple, Beleever, 
not an Officer # 

*Anſw. Wehaveclearely proved the contrary ; And yet 
you without the leaſt refutation of the proofe made by us, 
ſticke to the concluſion, that we cannot but know the meanin 
to be,that the Keys were grven to Peter to be uſed by bim as @ Diſ- 
crple,ar a Beleever, not as an Officer. A doQrine which we pro- 
feſle againſt (as in our Reply we manifeſt ) as neither conſo- 
nant tothe mind of the holy Ghoſt, (as we conceive) nor the 
Elders of New England, whom you alledge, as we proved 
out of the ſenſe of their owne words. Doe we but ſing to 
adeafe man in what we ſay to you > We leave it tothe inge- 
nuous Reader to judge betwixt us. 

Fifthly,ſay you, Have you clearely manifeſted that (al. 4.17, 
proves the Churches power to cenſure ber Officers : when tbe ftrong- 
eſt argument you bring,to prove Archippus bis faultineſe, without 
which 58 was x0 cenſare, amounts but to « ſtrong preſumption and 
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that you know tc but a weake prooft. 

Anſw, A man would imagine that you (Brother) never 
built any concluſions as morrally probable upon premiſles 
that might beget {trong preſumprioas, bur that all your ar- 
guments were demonſtrarzones potifſtme, and concluded with 
an brylASutu becauſe you finde fault with our ſtrong 
prm_ built upon two good reaſons, anduſhered in 

y the authority of Zanchy, as one of thoſe many Claſſick 
Authors that aſſert the ſame thing with us in this particu- 


lar. Yer your ſelfe vpon this place argue thus. Paul(ſay Examine- 
you) bids Timothy felfll his miniſtery, 2 Tim. 4, 5. yet thes tion in 


doth 1,ot ſuppoſe Trmothy to be faulty, &c. And then you adde, 
And it may be Archippu was not faulty, and then this Admont- 
tion was no eenſare. and thence you inferre, therefore zts al- 
leadged to no purpiſe ; It had beene more tollerableit you 
had ſaid therefore it may be, it ts alledged to .opuryoſe. Is it 2 
fault in us to build a ſtrong preſumption upon two reaſons, 
yetuncontroxled? Is it zo fault in you (Sir) tobuilda per- 
emptory concluſion upon that whici amounts to no more 
then an zt may be, which is not ſo much as a remote probabi- 
lity, much leſſe a ſtrong preſumption ? 

Since ourworke and buſineſſe was to defend the ſcrip- 
tures alleadged againſt your examinations, we have fulfilled 
what our Title page undertakes, if we prove that 4 Church 
batb a privikage to admoniſh her Officers by virtue of thss text, 
any thing in your examinations notwithſtanding. Now the 
two reaſons oy usalleadged make it abſolutely cleare, that 
eArchippus was faulty by virtue of Col. 4. 17. and that the 
Churches power in cenſurirg her Officers, may be, and is 
founded hereupon. #,e. For ought you alleadge to the 
contrary in that place, and containe in them grounds of 2 
firong preſumption that the thing is ſo indeede. 

Sixtly, Have you (ſay you) clearely manifeſted from Adgms 
Family, that 7 8 or 9, make a Church, fc. ' 

Azxſw, 1s not our worke todefend the Poſition againſt 

B your 
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your arguments ? Is there any thing that hath'the teaſt ap- 
pearance ofan argument produced by you in this fefion, ' 
whichwe have nor fully anfwered ?Iftherebe, produce ir. 
We thought ir ſuperfltiousand impertineny -to 'þrove 
that which your ſelfe ctearcly grant, when you ſay the cafe 
oFeAdamand Neah was extraordinary, there WereHd'more 
i the world,and therefore could be'nomore in the Church: 
Doe you notgrant a Church at that tine confifting of 7, 8 
or 9, Otthis we make uſe, and argue 'in effe& thus ; How 
few ever made a Church ſince the beginningof theworld, 
the ſame may make a Church at this day : Bur 7, 8or 9 (ſay 
you) mnde a Fo burch in Adams time and Noabs time, Therefore 


 780rg, may make a Church at this day. Yer we would 


not have the Church to confiſt of no more, butjudpe 2 nu- 
merons addftion of metnbers a great mercy. 

As for our conceſſion (that Gol bath nt preciſely determs- 
ned what number doth make a Church) which you make uſe of 
to darken the cleareneffe of our manifeſtation, we ſay, Its 
a confirmation of our argument which we bring, viz. That 
looke how few have made a Church, ſo few may make's Church ſtill, 
becauſe God hath not determined what number a Chayth 'muft cont 
ſift of. And it is brovght to cleare the Poſition that 7 8 or 
9, may now make a Church, becaufe fo many have made a 
Chutch in eAdams atid Noabs dayes. And till you have 0- 
vefthtbiynt the ſtredgth of the > Which Is contain- 
ed in theſe words(becauſe God bath ndt determined what number 
op make a Church) you deale not candidly, to ſuggeſt that 
our owne acknowfedgentent in'thofewords, is. againſt that 
cleare manifeRation of that Poſition, which we in the Ti- 


tle page fpeake of. = 
be aeliihe yew bwve ndt cleared (Tay you) that Re- 
vel. $. 8, 9.5 ſufficient and fall of power againſt ſealed \Sndow- 
_—_ | | 
An(w. Sir, It, falls owt with the beſt writers, 23 it doth 
More i en they have not orely In the making of 
" OE | their 
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theix walles. certaine peeces.of timber, which-beare up the 
weight of the ſtories and'roofewhichifthey were removed 
the:whole buildnigwould fall; but alſo certaine.carved-en- 
rerteifes, which ſerve for ornament; and. yer poſiibly may, 
yeeld: ſome contributions of ſtrength alſo; yetſlo,that. if 
they ſhould be removed;thetuildingwouldremaine firme. 
Theſe amongſt the learned are uſually rypes, doubtfull pa» 
rables, and darke propheſies, which they bring in when they 
lave ſalidly-praveda point by ſoundargument before-Thus. 
irfalls outwich the Elders. of New Englandzwho being de- 
manded: whether they did ailow. orthinke fit toallow and) 
ſettle anycertaine ſtinted maintenagceupon the Minifters, 
anſwer that there- is nothing; donethat way amongſtthem, 
and their praQiſe they defend: by two reafons, which\muſb 
needes inferre the unfitnefle of the contrary courſe at- leaſt. 
to themwhich may be reſolved into theſe two Airguments. 

1» Arg* 1f the Condition of the. Miniſters. and the 

' Churches: to,which they belong may vary, then it is unfit 
ro ſertte- a» certaine and (tinted maintenance: forthe Mini- 
ſtery: But &c. £7g0. 

2, Arg* If Chriſt our Lord hath ——_—_— no ſuch. 
thingas-ſtinted maintenance, thenjt 1s unfitfor the Qburch 
to ſettle: (tinted maintenance: Buti&c. £/g04 

Upon theſc-two -pillars is-the. fabrike of their practiſe 
borne up; yetroadde-ſomeprobablelufitctowhat wes well: 
proved before, theyaddethe opimonof ſome Divines con« 
cerning. Ryevel. 3: 8, 9. and theycſpeake doubefully of: the: 
placey as .notitlfinking; it fit :confidently:to l2y-thisbnrden , 
upon it, it ſay they, sf thoſe writers: be.nop decervedy mbich: 
ſoexpound that ſcriptare, as fd oury arts wt knom 16h but they ext: 

pound it truly, fc; They ſay notcontidently that cheexpaſis 
tion is true burthat theyknow notechecomraryygandafitbe: 
ſo; rhen it may berruly gacheredzthatthebringing in of ſer-.\ 
ledendowments-andjeminearpreferments.intotheChutcho 

hauh'brend x My E000; —— 
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fach as lived by them, both Church Officers and members. 
And we have endeavoured to ſhew the probability of this 
interpretation, bur dare not ſpeake definitively of it. Yer 
the Poſition in the leter of it undertakes no more than whar 
you (Brother) grant, viz. that Revel. 8. 8,9. is applyed 
by ſome good Authors to thoſe times in which Conftine 
brought lerled endoivments into the Church, and yet we 
are ſtil}-beaten as though what the Elders intended (viz. to 
caſta probable luſtre upon what was ſolidly proved before) 


 wehad notclearely delivered this text of ſcripture, and by 


conſequence muſt be guilty of belying God, and counter- 
feiting the King of Kings hand, which 1s the language of the 
preface, and ſo make us a laughing ſtock to ſome, and the 
objeRs of hatred to other vulgar readers ; For this cauſe 
we muſt of neceſſity diſcover your dealing in this buſineſſe. 

2. Iris faid of Amaleck that he met 1ſrael inthe way, and 
{mot the hindermoſt of them, even all that were feeble behind them : 
ſo you (Brother) ſhew a ſingular dexterity in paſſing by the 
two fore-mentioned reaſons,and fall upon the probable ar- 

ument drawne from this place, the hindermoſt and moſt 

ecble of all the reſt. 

3- Againe, whatthey ſpeake bypetheticalh, and by w ay of 
ſuppoſition, you makeuſe of theticalh, and by way of poſi- 
tion, and ſo, that it may well leave the ordinary readerunder 
this apprehenſion, that we have no other argument to build 
our diſlike of tinted Church maintenance upon, but this 
place. For your ſcope is apparently not onely to vindicate 
the ſcriptures from abuſe, but alſo to confute theſe poſiti- 
onsof the Congregationall way. 

4- Once more, whereas the Elders ſhew that this _ 
is applycdto thoſe times wherein Conſftant:1neYrought ſerled 
why 4 intothe Church with-o-pls pr adia large poſſeſ- 


foons you (Brother) leave out ampla predia, and mention: 


onely ſetled maintenance, whereas the place may be under- 


ftood in the latter ſenſe, as well as in the former. For there 
| | Ca Were }. 


WW ——Cc 


The Congreeaticus}wey JUSTIFIE 7 


were certaine Revenues belonging to the Churches before 


Conftanſtine his time, as may appcare out of the imperiall 
Jas" owl directed to fn lffnm, wherein he faith, W e 
have already decreed the ſame, that the poſſeſſions belong- 
ing to the Churches aforetime, ſhould be reſtored; And 
againe provide, that if either gardens or houſes, or other 
poſſeſſions whatſoever have belonged to the tytle of their 
Churches, all the ſame be ſpeedily reſtored tothem againe. 

Laſtly, Give us leave to tell you, thatwe conceive you 


'are not 2 little injurious to the Elders of New-England, 


and learned Maſter Forbes and others, whileſt you affirme 
that (ouſtantines donation (as you ſceme to underſtand it) 
fs the foundation of this expoſition , becauſe you would imply, 
that they beleeve ſuch a donation of Conſtantine to be 2 
truth, which is ſuch an impudent fiction, that all wiſe men 
no ſooner heare it, but abhorre it. For thoſe which ſay. 


leaſt, affirme that Conflantime gavethe City of Rome to S7- 4 & fond 
wveſlerthe Pope and his ſucceſſours, and others are not a- gexr. chro. 
ſhamed to avouch that he gave all the Yefter=e Empire. And v9.2. 


this 4ozation is mentioned by Grat/ar in the Decrerals, this 
alſo is cenſured by Nauclerw to be but Pales, becauſe it is 


| thanifeſt that (onſtentine gave Italy and other KingJomes of 


the'Weſt to his ſonnes by his laſt will and teſtament. Now 


+ not of this Donation but of other maintenance which (ox- 


ftantinebeſtowed ; not upon the Biſhop of Ryme alone, but 

n other godly Biſhops and Miniſters throughout his 

mpirc, are the Elders of New-England Maſter Forbes and o- 
thers tobe underſtood. 


Eightly ſay you, And Poſtion 7 dot you manifeltly cltare 


that 2 Cor, 8, 5. doth pertinently and powerfully prove, that every 
member at bis admiffion doth promiſe to give hrmſelfe to the 
Church to be gieided by them, when you ſay, thepraitſe of the Chuy- 
ches of Macedonia ts by way of alluſion made uſe of, and the eAr- 
Hument is a Comparatis, For you know alluſjons and compariſons 


rt 
Eufeb, lib, 


ro, Is f., 


that one head or common: place from which: 
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Anſn. Why doe you the.ſerond time aftes admonition, gi- 
venby.us.in ogr-tormer.bogke. leave our that, wathour which 


'neither.can the Churches direRiag, nor the members; fol- 


lowing direchgn be lawtull. For, the & ders of New-England 


{ay nor that.a, Church member. is-to give himſelte up to the 


hucch to be guided by hegaccardingto nl, buracgording 
t9.544.; Bur theſe-wards: (according 30.God) you leaye out. 

2, Iftoanſwerall your Reaſons tothe contrary. beta de- 
fend this. P9{#t:0.by- vestuc of. this text, we have done. it; 
produce{if you can) any thing which. hath the leaſt appear 
tancoof an Argument in it, which-we have-not anſwered, 

3. We beyg ſhowed that the-caſe of the Macedonian 
Churches, 2-Cop, 8. 5. 18 paralell with the caſeofa member 
giving. bimſelfe- up-to,be guided: by rhe Church acconding 
to Gad: For, as, Gad gave Pap{and; 7 imothy to direQithe: 
Churches, of, Macedonia according to God, ſo Gad, hath 
given particular.Churches to dire&.their ſeverall members 
according,to;Gag, that is to fay, The Elders, byway.of of- 
ficeauthoxitatively,and the brethren ay God ſhall givethema; 
opportunity to .adviſe.and. admoniſh- their tellow merab-. 
ers, Therefore by the ſame reaſon-that- the. Churches-of 
Macedonia, gave themſelves up to. Pau}. ayd Timethy, by, 
the.ſame reaſon ought; Church members. to give.upt 
ſclys rothe Church to bedireedby-her accordingta God. 

But, you would, make: men (at leaſt- if any. poſhbly. may 
lookeupon this exceptions as- though Logique Reaſon ang, 
Religion what, ever they ibe-are wholy, ireſubſerviongy-to: 
your preſent deſigne) beleeve (whether-you-haye-contuted: 
us OrNo) that. we have:confuted our ſelves, whenwe ſay; itis 
Argumentuma comparatis 4 far ſay you, Tow:knowthat allufs: 
ous 4nd compariſons arena axgumentatile. | 

Foruglefle we muſt unkpowall that wehaveknowne.to 
gratifie. your cauſe. withall, we muſt needesprofeſle: that. 
when weavere but boyes in the Univerſity, we were taught 


-- 
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were to be Urawne was a (ompayary from Comparriſons. 
And we have had no reaſon to extirminate that doarine 
from ihtermedling with the marrers of God. Suppoſe'a 
man ſhould 'fay to Maſter Hollrwworth (a Miniſter ) Tow . 
ſhoatd feafon others with'rheſwht of Tuuivledge, and of the love awd 
feare of Gon, for you are the ſalt of the "earth, Xfath, 5. 1 3. You 
ſhotetd feede your peopie with wholeſome dolvine and diſcipline, for 
you are'a.ſpepbeard, would Maſter Holl1nwerth out 'with this 
Logique, atid ſay Comparriſons prove 'nothing and therefote 
the Argumenes 2re naught? Did Pav/ commit a Foleyiſme 
in £ogeque when he proves 'thit Miniſters (ſhould receive T- 
n}2intenance becauſe the mowth'of the O xe muſt not be muzelled, | 
that treadeth oat the corrie >? Or is our Sevionurs arbitnent 
weake 2nd infefficient, when be jaſt/fieth 'bis Diſeiples for 
plucking the eares of core, by an argument's Comparatis taken 
from Davids tahing and eating the ſhew-djesd ? So that, till 

we have ſomething more then your bare aſſertion tocon- 
vincens, we ſhaltbeleeverlicre 15 atritthfin'the of rule of 
eAnatogie, 'Duode'uo, ſecundum proport iontm affirmitur vel 
negathr, il etiam de ulfero: That which is dſſerted or denjed of 

one thing, actording to proportion may be aſſerted or dettyed' of n- 

xother thing. And if you can overthrow this 61d'\maxime, 
we are confiderit that 'the Cle/ſique exate will filffer 2s well 
is the Congrtyationall. 

Nihthly, fry you, 7; Fead of tleart munifelation of Mine 

fters maritenante-ont of the Rock of the Charch, you ſay, we thitthe 

we ſee mt warrant for it 'f/om'the New Teftdment, ahil ds moſt 
probable = dvſpated it, Put HeitBer theh Pbr now 'ave per emp- 
199) 1 ih, fe. 

"av. Wha (i 8hr modefty bemowfridewfoof's- 
gainſt s> Thoti&hitBe ſo, Yet Ve fhdVVBR(ife to Beniodett 5g. zu. 
fit}. "Fr wits the Cortfrtrentitfthn of Pa wile, tir He'd 7g: 
pher ihrant fare Minimum He ft vi e Fope Got will 
never-tezve ts 15 Tifrextty $45 fo'proteffeany Ud- 


\ 


24 


The Congregational-way.JugTIEFIE ». 
torily as of divine inſpiration or inſticution, for which we 
have not a cleare evidence of ſcripture; That rythes and 
tinted Church maintenance are unlawfull, that Miniſters 
are to be maintained out of the Church ſtocke, the recep- 
tion and diſtribution whereof appertaineth to the Deacons 
office, we conceive we have ſolidly proved out of the word 
of God : But that the Miniſters are to be maintained by 
ſuch a ſtocke as is raiſed by a weekely contritution, becauſe 
it is not abſolutely cleare in the Text (at leaſt ro us) we 
thought fitto diſpute it onely as probable, If you could come 
as neare unto a demonſtration of (!aſſique goverment, as 
this chapter doth to a demonſtration of a ftocke by week - 
ly contribution ofthe Church, and we had no more to ſay 
apainſt ir, then yet we have beard (for we cannot propheſie 
what you may hereafter produce againſt a Srocke raiſed: by 
weekely contributions, we ſhould be tender how we mur- 
ter'da word againſt Clarque government. 

2. Except you can produce ſome one of the Congregats- 
ozall way, that in writing Or diſputation hath aſſerted week- 
ly contributions to be of divine inſtitution, and binding to 
all Churches , we ſhall eſteeme the Poſzt:o- and ſcripture 
annexed (as toſuch a purpoſe) your owne invention. Ag 
for us as we defended itin diſputation, ſowe have to the 
ſame purpoſe clearely manifeſted it to be ſufficient, perti- 
nent, and full of power, viz. to make it probable, that the 
Miniſtery ſhould be maintained by a Stock raiſed by week- 
ly contributions, and ſee no cauſe to doubt, but that we 
have ſolidly anſwered all your arguments tothe contrary. 

Laſtly, Colophonzs vice, as the cloſe of this charge, you 
conclude when you ſay, we thinke we coxcervue its probable, and 
doe never ſo confidently aſſert any of the ſeverall Poſitions, and 
do n0t prove the ſame by the ſeveral texts reſpeftively alleadged, 
ner cleare the ſaid text from all Objefttons made againſt 
Expoſition (one materiall ObjeF ton unanſwered bting enough to 
savalidate.the ſame) you afford ſo many Arguments toany aſs 

| | Keaary, 
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Reader, that: you have not clearely manifefled the Poſitions and 
Scriptures where ſuc) Speeches are found to be ſufficient, &c. 
Anſw, All that we have to fay is this, Firſt, That your 
triumpb concerning our not proving the Poſitzons by the 
Text reſpectively alleadged 7s before your vifory. Secondly, 
Though one materiall Obje&ion unanſwered ( unanſwera- 
ble you ſhould ſay, for our weakenefle may not (peradven- 
ture) be able to defend a truth) doth invalidate owr £xpoſits- 
on: yet where we urge divers Texts to any Poſition, 1f an 
one of them be truly urged, and ſo unanſwerable, chough 
you ſhould invalidate all the reſt asto ſuch a purpoſe, you 
may advantage the truth thereby, but advantage not your 
cauſe at all. So that one materiall Obje&ion (ſuch as we 
have not yet met with in your writings) though it might in- 
validate the Expoſition, yet poſſibly might not prejudicethe 
Poſitzonat all. 
The third Charge which you lay upon us, that our pre- 
tending to prove ſome Poſitions and pratiiſes by otber Scriptures 
and Arguments (as to your intent expreſſed 1n the preface) 4s 
but a By-matter, For Poſitions and pratliſes may be true and [aw- 
fall, and yet not truly and lawfully grounded on the Text allead- 
ed, fc. | 
- Anſw, When the King had burnt Jeremzahs Rowle, and 
and he cauſed Baruchto write the Rowlea new, it is ſaid, he 7 ma I 
added beſides to them many like words, It we hadnegleed to 
anſwer your Examination of the (criptures alleekied by us,, 
and had fallen upon new ſcriptures , you might well have. 
complained : but we thought good meaſure preſſed downe. ſha« 
ken together ard running over, would not have offended you. 
And yer the truth is, we know not how to pleaſe you, the: 
one way or the other. In ſome ſeQions (though to our whe, 
derſtanding) we have nor left any thing inthe fimilitude of 
an Argument unanſwered yet) we are complained of, that. 
we have not clearely manifeſted the Poſitzon, as we have already 
ſhewed. And: how ſhould this be done otherwiſe- than by 
x2; a | C anſwering 
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zn{wering your Examination, unleſfe it be by new 4» 
ments : Adotar are 4r xts worth, if norheaked with 
praresf and yet when beſides our anſwerto your exami- 
nation, we adde fome thort differtation upon the Point, 
this is courted as a By-mattey to your z»tent inthe l 
3+ Your intezt as it appeares both in your Tytl Page, the 
Preface andthe Booke it ſelfe, was not onely to vindicate the 
ſeripteres, but to diſcover the ſuppoſed weakneflic of the do- 
Frize contained in the Poſitiozs. And why ſhould not we 
as well aſſert the do#r:xe, as vindicatc the [cr:ptwres, which 
(fome of them cull'd our by you) are the weakeſt and moſt 
feeble parts of the proofe made by us as we have told you 
3+ You could wiſh you fay, we might keepe choſe to the 
Scriptures and Poſitions alleadged, till they be one way or other 
cleared, and then we may more orderly proceede to other ſcriptures 
and arguments: and yet youthat cannot endure any addition 
of ſcripture or reaſon applyed to the queſtion ſtated more 
=_ to our opxe ſenſe, _ they are inthe —_— drawn 
u , require ns in the meane time to pive ſcriptural} 
nd lonaliog fwers to no leffe then an hnadead enturedes 
Dmneres, whereof ſome of them arc N#bil ad Rhombum in- 
dependants (we are aſſured) in the buſineſſe of controver- 
ſie betwixt us. 

The fourth Charge that you make againſt us, is, That we 
doe not anſwer direitly, but obliquely and evadingly in fi 
places,as mbere((ay you) 7 alledge that the Apoſiles never 
or praiſed to gather or ſeparate one part of this trus Church, and 
and another part of that, efpersally perſons whom themfebues cor 
werted not, to make a purer Church. You anſwer of anothey thi 
which was never denyed,uiz. The Apoſtles both tawp bt andpraBti- 

ſed the ſeparating of ſome Fewes from otber Jewesand gathered 
them 5nto 4 Chriftian Church, while yet the Jewiſh Church was 

aot di fobved, but was a (burch of God. 
Anſw. We are fo farre from anſwering eblsquely or eve- 
dinghy in this place, that we dare be bold to fay, that no , 
P'Y 
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ply can more fravt and diametrically oppoſe ſuch a confuled 
anſwer as yours is, then this of ours doth. We did obſerye 
that the ſuppoſed #rexgth of your anſwer, was couched in 
the fowr ſizemes of it. 1, We —_—_ you deſerted it as a 
thing diffonant to the doarine and praftiſe of the Apoſtles, 
to gather ſome Chriftians from others to make a purer 
Church. 2. We conceived that rhe truth of the Churches 
from which perſons are gathered, was that which you ima- 
gined, made the gathering of them in ſuch ſort to beare no 
conformity with the Apoſtles doQrine or praftiſe ; And 
we conceived there was this implication in it, that it might 
be lawfull and ſuteable tothe doarine and pradtiſe of the 
Apoſtles, to gather beleevers out of a fa{/e Church, but not 
out ofa tree. 3. We confidered that this might have ſome 
ſtrengrd in your thoughts, that there is no fuch thing men- 
tions in the do@rine and prattiſe of the Apoſtles as the 

hering-of one Church out of many. 4. That you imagined 
that there was ſome ſtrength in it to prove or gathering of 
Churches unlawfull, becauſe the perſons gathered were 
ſuch as we converted not. Having thus anatomzzed in our 
thoughts your Anſwer, we addrefled our ſelves to diſcover 
the weakneſſe and fallibleneſle of all theſe £xceptions, and 
no__ with the ſecond, becauſe it was moſt genera//, and 


Farſt, we ſhewed, that the truth of a Church is not that that 
can make it finfull or. «»lawfall to gather or take in the 
members of it into the union of other Churches ; For then 
it thonld haye beene unlawfull for the Fremitiue Churches 
to have gathered inthe belceving Jewerintotheir Churches 
while that Church remained true; But this ſay we was 
the do&rine and praRiſe ofthe Apoſtles. Now what can be 
more porn Hanck oppoſite te this part of your anſwer then 
this > Hence alſo our conciufion hath the ftrengrh of this 
ntin i, If it be not «#l/awfullto withdraw from oze 

C that is ere, then it is not «xlepfu/lto gather out of 
_—_'' 2 1 | ' twenty 


ded to the reſt which were more particular. And. 
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twenty or an hundred, i, ce. becauſe they are true. 

Objett, But (ſay you) this was not &'Cbriftian Church. 

Anſw, We conſider it notas Jewsſb, but under the noti- 
on of truth, as it was a true Church. 
. Objet, Nor are the Reformed (hburches and Miniſters tobe 
compared with the then Jewiſh (burch and Prieſts thereof. 

Anſw. You ſhuffle in the Mznifters of the one, and the 
Prieſts of the other impertinently : We have onely todoe 
with the Churches, and we fay the Chret#az Churches might 
be compared with the then Jewiſh Church under the noti- 
on we conſider it in, viz. in point of :z7uth, For the Few:ſb 
Church was a true Church as well as the Chrift:az Chur- 
ches. 

Objet, It was but one (ſay you; and you ould ſhew gathering 
out of ſeverall Churches. - | | 

Anſw. Doe we not ſhew it thus ? If it be lawfull to ga- 
ther out of oze true Church, then it is lawfull (upon the 
ſame ground) to gather out of mary. 

objett. But (ſay you) the Apoſtles gathering was onely of 
thoſe Femes they converted to Chriſtianity from unconverted 
Fewes, and you ſhould ſhew the gathering of Chriſtians coxver- 
ted by others, /rom other Chriſtians. | 

Axnſw. This alſo we have ſhewed at large, Clearing alſo 
the former 05je#:07 together with it by ſeverall-arguments 
andtwo places of ſcripture, viz. x Cor. 5,6..3 Cor. 13,10. 
In our ſecond, third, fourth, fifr, and fixt particulars, and: 
theſe in oppotition to the firſt and third particulars where- 
in wethought you placed the ſtrength of your anſwer. 

Objef, But you ſhould ſew the gathering .of (hriffians con- 
vtrted by others from-other (hrifiians converted as well as they, 
and pofitbly from thoſe perſons by nhom they were corverted. 

Avſw. And this we have fully cleared, pag: 10. from the 
prattiſe ofthe eApoſiles and Premeitive- Chriſtians. 

None but an Emperick would cenſure a Phyſician thathe 

doth not cure all diſcafes with-one Dofle.- Shall our 7h be 


judged... 
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judged obt:que,evading,& inſufficient, becauſe it is not a buſh 
to ſtopevery gap with,though it be moſt punQually oppoſite 
to that part of your anſwer, againſt which we levelled it, 
ObjeF. But (ſay you) that Church was then by Gods (om- 
mandement to be diſſolved, and many Churches to be built upon 
its ruins, and therefore doth no mere warrant the butlding of ore 
Chriſtian (Church upon the ruine of other Chriſtian Churches, 
than the Parliaments Commiſs1on (if there were ſuch a one) to 
the Inhabitants of Derby hundred, to take downe Lathambou(e 
to buzld them houſes of, doth warrant any one of the Inhabitants 
to take as many. good tones as they can come by, out of this, aud 
that, and the other neighbours houſe, concerning which they gave 
20 ſuch Command. 
 Anſw. You lately found fault with an. argument of ours, 


becauſe it was 4 Comparatis, alleadging that.alfuſions and 


Compariſons are not argumentative, if allufions and 
Compariſons were not capable of a better ſymmetrie and 


[ proportion then this of yours, we ſhould not onely not 


yeeld them to be argumentative, but we ſhonld diſavow and 
diſcard them as not #/lefirative. For though it was not 
Our intent (as we ſaid) to anſiver ll the branches of your ob- 
jetions, with this one inſtance, but onely that that deceives 
its. ſtrength from the, #r#eb .of Churches (and therefore 
your 'tr:umph out-runniing your. vi&er7, might welt have 
Cn ſpared, when you fay,' your. nat bringing a more puntiu- 
all and more pertinent: proofe; argues either an' 1mplicite confeſ- 
fron .of the .txuth of my «nſwer, or/ynab:lity to,\oppaſe it) and 
though- we, have broughe! othen: painetuall! and [pertinent 
proofes which, are above the reach of your inſtance,:yet 
though all were as youyouldibeare the world in hand, your 
Allegorie wapts,thay due praportian. that. fhould renderit 
zl free much.,m@nre  argumentabrue. iy CO | 
or Firſt, is is notthe pragiſe of: Cdiregationall mem- 
bers, or Churches, xo itake! aby,1rmhuch lefle 25 many good 
members as they caxgame. by out Oh this,and'rhat, ab wie 
$95 31Lty | | Orner: 
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other neighbouring Churches, concerning which, God 
bath given no Command that thoſe perſons ſhould leave 
thoſe Churches.For ſo your compariſon ſhould be framed 
to make it runne paralell with the caſe. Nay the (ongregats- 
oxei{ynembers make ir their ſcope to take in none but thoſe, 
that having righteouſly withdrawne themſelves from other 
Churches, doe voluntarily tender themſelves to commu- 
nion with them, that ſo they may enjoy thoſe Ordinances 
purely with the corruption of which they were not onely 
polluted, but endangered before ; And thar t may en- 
joy other Ordinances parchaſed for their edificati- 
on by the precious 5/oud of Chrift, which their ſoules lan- 
2niſhed in the want of, whileſt they were (fome of them)as 
members in the line of Parecbiall-Communicetion. Once 
more, it is the ſcope and end of Congregatronall members, 
and Churches (if we underſtand them aright) ſurewe arc, 
it is our owne defire and praiſe, to receive in nomem- 
bers, but from fuch Churches, in which we have no ground 
of bope in ſight, for a reformation in any tollerable propor- 
tion of time, all of us having expreſſed theofence given us 
by Parechiall diſorders to private ren,becauſe it would 
have beene interpreted a diſturbance of the Churches 
peace, for private perſons to ſpeakepublignely againſt the 
reccived praRiſe of the Church, And ſome oftts who by 
our calling were better enabled, having not onely in vaine 
witneſſed againſt the Leaven, with which we ſaw the Chur- 
ches leavened, but alſo fruitleſly waited 2 long time for 
redrefſc of preſent greivanceFwhen therewas no hope left, 
bave withdrawne. q 

3- If God by meancs ofthis preſent happy Parliament, 
(wherein next under God is our preſent hope) or by other 
ſhould worke ſuch a reformation, that we mightcomfor- 
tably joyne with Churches mecting neerer tO Our habitati- 
ons then our owne, we ſhould be willing for our parts (and 
we belecve the ſame of all ous brethren) to lay downe 
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onruall conſent our Couvrnexr, and falt into fellowſhip 
is frverall other Churches, cfpeciatly where we were ſome- 
rimes members reſpeAively. 

4. Irfo h the Churches from which our members 
have withdrawne, have 2s good right to hold their meny- 
bers as welias any man in Derby bundred hath towith-hotd 
the tones of his houſe from thoſe that without a juſt pow- 
er endeavour to take them away; which how you will make 
oar, ſeeing that you hold no other tie, but the boundaries 
and limits ofthe P.«r5]b or (bappety;do fo fervently difpure 
againſt exprefſe agreements and Covenants we underſtand 
not. Yet if the wares and walking of Parijb Churches were 
fach as tended tothe edification of the members, and no 
juſt cauſe appeare of their removall or wi ng. we 
ſhould not conteſt with you abour it. Bur ifeirher viſible 
wicked members be admitted to the Lords Sapper withont 
hope of redrefſe, or the diſpenſation of the Lords Sapper, 
andexecution of the power of tbe Keys, andother Ordinaxn- 
ces be wanting, without hope of redrefle, we conceiverhey 
have no more r to with-hold fuch a member from 
r Charch for his ſpirituall better accour- 
dation, than 2 Hofer hath to with-hold his Servant from 
_—— = another Fan , _ he may not be en- 

led ing ſtraitned in his or endangered 
the avboifomeneth thereof. v7 

5. Fifthly, Burt irmay be there may be fome more ground 
for your fift charge, which is, 'Ther we diſtoury too much wit- 
lingneſſe v0 quarrell at your expreſtions: #tstth after (ay you) 
you difcever too much witlingueſſe ts. quayrelh at my expresfſons, 
whoyesm you ſay 7 mould ſuggeſt, that you make oppoſition to Mfs- 
giftracy > but doth not Maſter Weld « (ongregationall mon, 
whew Waſter Rathband charger Fnde ts. ro hold, that 
Chriſt tans may and onghy 16 ſet up new Churches and prefiife in 
them ail Gods Ordinances without the confent of a Chyiftian 
Stats, you apainff therr peremy tory (amman ids and eftubliſted 
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lawes;: and in the midſt and againſt the mend of ſucb (barches, 
as they freely acknowledg to be the true Churches of God, ſay of 
this Article, nopencan expreſſe a greater latitude of oppoſition 
agarnſt Magiſtracy and Lawes, and (1 harches toothen he affirmes 
tobetn uw? Doe hot I uſe his owne words 8 Prant them 193 a dif+ 
ferent Chyratter ? Cite them in the Margent ? &c. 

 Anſw. True, you doſo; notwithſtanding it was not di- 
ſcerned by us, and the fault was moſt in your ſelfe; For you 
print it in a different CharaRer, and cite Maſter weld in. 
the Margent, but were defeQtive in a letter toguideto the 
citation : and hencEthe miſtake : For you cite Anſwer to g 
poſ. pags 76. as appertaining tothe letter (4) ſpeaking of 
ſomething that was-proper to eApoſtolzck men, and then im- 
mediately joyne:T.#.;to W. &. pag. 67. by cloſe to it, 
without any other letter, as if ic betbelenged tothe ſame 
thing; and ſowe receivedefit, as you may diſcerne by our 
defence, when we make any mention of that part of your 
anſwer, which: ſpeakes of the Apoſtles preaching againit 
the peremptory Command of H:geſtrates. we print your 
Citation pointed at by the letter (5)-and we annexe T. 
tow, R. pag. 67-£0O it, as a ppremaing tothe ſame thing, 
The truth is, we-were faulty alſo, becauſe if we could have 
looked -into that place:of Maſter welds booke, we might 
have rc&ifed our ſelves in that miſtake. But that Booke wag 
out of our way, —_— ſkould have done it, and afterwards 
we did not mindeFAnd as for the different Character, we 
minded it leſſe, becauſe for'many cauſes the Charager is 
changed, beſides that when other mens words are cited, 
Had we beene aware that they were Maſter welds words, we 
would: have have given,a. more, pertinent anſwer, which 
hereafter if there ſhzll be-occaſion we ſhall annexe. 

And. whereas you ſay, this is but oze example of many, as 
we know zoxeat all, ſoif there be. azyof moment, we per- 
fwade our ſelves we ſhould have met with them.underfhis 
charge, for you ſpare not to give many inſtances « the 
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ſame kinde, when you apprehend it makes for your advan- 
tage. 

6. The ſixth charge undertakes to prove that we hav? 4 ſacul- 
ty, andmake much uſe of it to turns the proofe over to you, When [ 
{hew you (ſay you) where the proofe of the Poſition, from the text 
alledged is defetive, and.require you to ſupply that defet, you 
then tarne it over to me to prove the contrary, as 1 Cor.16. 1, 
when I ſay the Churches of Galatta might for ought you alledge 
to the contrary, be combined one to another, the ſubſtance of your 
anſwer 15, without proofe we connot grant it ; And that you may 
more plauſibly put the buſineſſe off your ſelves, you leave out the 
words ( for ought you alledge tothe contrary ). 

eAnſw. A little before we were told that to prove 
ſome poſitions by other ſcriptures and arguments than 


- thoſe annexed to the Poſitions (as to your intent in the 


reface was a &y matter; And it was wiſhed that we might 
Lone cloſe to thoſe ſcriptures and poſitions till they were 
cleared, but in this place though we anſwer your arguments, 
and conſequently make good the proofes annexed, and 
when we have done; tell you that without proofe we can- 
not grant ſuch a (laſſicall Combination in Galatze, as is in 
Scot{ano, and in Holland, yet we arearraigned as departing 
from rule and reaſon, becauſe we turne the probative part 
over unto you. Is not our part defenſtve onely of theſe Pg: 
ſitions and ſcriptures * And it we deliver the ſcriptures of the 
doQtrine contained in the Poſitzons, any thing in your exa- 
mintions contained notwithſtanding, we doe Spartam quam 
nat ſumus ornare, Performe what we have undertaken. And 
though when we doe more, (if ſolidly and truely) your felfe 
and all the lovers of truth are {ſo much the more our deb- 
tors, yet if we doe thus much onely, you have no cauſe to 
Senfure us. - 

2. As for you, Foraſmuchas you afford ſuch hard quar- 
terto the Poſitzons as tO _ them by mm Os x 
belyin od, counterfeiting of the King of Kings band, 111 an 
velping of ates Wits 
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addition to his word, ({ince he that makes acharge muſt prove 
it) we thought you were bound (theſe arguments in your 
examination failing)either to make out your charge by o- 
ther a7guments, or at leaſt confeſſe, that you have wronged 
the eAutbors of ſuch Poſitions and the truth it ſelfe, and 
therefore we put you upon proofe. 

3- As we put nothing of our ſelves that belonged tons, 
ſo we never left out thoſe words, ( for ewght you alledge to 
the contrary) for any ſuch end as you ſuggett. But Re 
vity ſake, and becauſe we thought there was nothing mate- 
riall to the buſineſſe in hand, exther for your advantage, or 
our diſadvantage contained in them. For though if you un- 
derſtand ir in 4 ir nothing to the purpoſe, viz. The Chuy- 
ches of G alatta might be combaned, for ought we alledge to the 
contrary; meaning God could have combined them, fo he 
could have made Rome, Parts, or Maarrd, the place of an 
Oecumenicall ('ongregation, for worſhip and government; 
Ir is true : yet if you meane the Churches of Ga/atis might 
be combined, for oughr we alledge tothe contrary, mean- 
ing there is nothing in the proofe made in the Poſition that. in: 
ferres the non-combiuation of the (burches of Galatea : we fay, 
it is your overſight to affert it. Andwe ttrne not over the 
—_ to you, but having confured the ſuppoſed proofe ro the 
contrary, vve ſend you to ſceke new arguments, or yeeld us 
the cauſe. 

7. Thel/aft charge, is of a great wrong to your ſelfe, and 
the truth of God, (as you ſay) viz. That we curtall and clip 
your anſwers and arguments, not onely the ſupplement, tut the 
ſubſtance and firength of them, folding them up 1n obſcure, &c, 
ſemetimes omitting them with « Cen{ure; You askeusa little af- 
ter, Doe you not omit that which you know tobe pertinent, while 
0u tranſcribe and largely anſwer ſomethrng leſſe pertinent £ 

Anſw, What may be done through overſight vve knovy 
not, but vve have omitted nothing pert:c2ext of purpoſe or 
adviſedly ; Dolas latet 11 generalibus, your ten generall chat- 
ges 
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ges we cannot but rake to begreatinfnries, and the iſſues 
of a ſpitir of drrya#709, ſince you wontd beare' the world in 
hand, that they are ſo mwery; that they would too much en- 
large this Epiitle, augmenting it 1n ſundry pages ; If you 
had ſpared your &uerzes at this time, and left roome for 
the diſcovery of theſe ſuppoſed «ncandrde paſlages. you 
had done your ſelfe no leffe right, and «s much leſfe wrong ; 
And it you had but barely cired the pages and lines your 
where ſuch paſſages are und, would this have ſwell'd up 
Epiſtle to many pages more ? 
. But let us conſider the #»ftance you give, ard leave the 
Reader to gueſle at the reſt, for its more then probable, you 
would ſingle out the groſſeſt you could finde. | 
And firit, concerning the omitting of the ſeven parti- 
culars, in poſition 24. Which you plainely affirme we 
left out, leaſt the Reader bad we febſeribe them ſhould bave ex- 
pefied an anſwer, We rendred another reaſoz (which we 
have the cleare teſtimony of our conſciences for, was the 
true reaſon why we leftrhem out) and that which you ob- 
ter. d'no reaſon atall) yet as though you did commmnicarte 
with Gog, in his incommunicable excellency of being we 
*-aocis the ſearcher of the heart, you afirme, that therefoxewe 
left themrour, leaf the Reader (had wetranſcribed them) ſhould 
have expetted an anſwer. We ſay againe, #we give you for 
grampd thoſe ſeven partzcular:, (or rather ſeven gexerall 
eads, including in them many particulars) improve you 
themio the beſt advantage of your Preſhyterias cauſe, in 
oppoſition ro-the docrine included in the 24 poſitzon, For 
thoſe particulars how many (never they be, areno parts of 
the diſeiptine lefr by Thrift ro the Church, which (the poſi. 
tion ſaith) inthe eſſentials of it is unchangeable, and there- 
forethe poſitron may be defended, rhough rhoſe particulars 
be grant*4. And'for this cauſe we ſhall defireto be excuſed 
iclonen, 22d nothing feare, incurring prejudice wirh the 
Reader, though we didnottranſcribeyour fevenitexfous 172- 
pertinekcies tothe cauſe inhand. D 2 . 3. We 
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2. We ſay further, in that we tranſcribed them not, we 
rather ſpared you 'then advantaged our ſelves, for there is 
ſomething in all of them, that is either doubtfull or juſtly 
liable to exceptions. 

For you (undertaking to ſhew the differences betweene 
the Apoſtolicke Churches and onrs) ſay : ; 

I. The Jewiſh Ceremonies were then ſcarce dead, at leaf not 
buried, bence we are not bound to circumciſe, 

we anſwer, This Legall right of Circumciſion was never 
on foot among the Apoſtolick gentile Churches,nor were 
they bound any more to itthenwe are now, therefore there 
i no difference in that, betwixtus and the primitive Apo- 
ſtolicke gentile Churches. 

2. The cruill cuſtome of thoſe (ountries difier much from 
aurs, hence we are not bound to make the covering of a mans head 
4 token of diſonour, 1 Cor. IT. 4, 57. 10. 

Anſwer. What ever it be that the eApoſile meancth by 
cavering of the bead, (forthat is diſputable) it ſeemeth to us. 
to be perpetuall and binding to all Churches as well as to that 
of Corinth, becauſe of the Apoſtles reaſons in 1 (or. 11, 7, 
14.. He ſaith ver. 7. The man ought not to cover the head, be- 
cauſe be is the Image and glory of God, but the woman muſt, be-. 
cauſe ſhe is the glory of the man. And ver, 14. he ſaith, ya- 
ture it ſelfe teacheth, that if « manbave lopg haire, it u aſhame. 
tohim, becauſe hare us not given tohimfor acovering. (For ſo. 
itis to be underſtood to make the eArtitheſis perfeRt) But - 
if a woman bave long baire, it is an honaur to ber, becauſe her 
berre is gzven her for @ covering. Wethink the reaſo Kferchr. 
from the excellency of the one ſexe above the other, and 
that reafon which is drawne from »ature,are perpe! wall, And: 
if ever in force, remaine fill :n,force... 

3+ The Church was then, but iz gathering. from amonght- 
Heathens and Jemes, bence we want. examples (to convince ye. 
fraRory Anabaptiſts), of the baptizing of. (briftzan Infants, &c. 

_ eAnſw. Such anargument as this, you uſe to —_ our | 
CLVES; . 
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ſelves.,'in pleading for an Nationall Church, Scripture 
(ſay you) mentioneth nota National! Churchyfor beleevers 
were not ſo many then, as to bearethe name of a Kingdome 
or Nation. As we conceived, it weake again(t us, ſo may 
the Anabaptiſts judge it unſatisfaQory againſt them. For 
can any one rationally thinke, but that among thoſe many 
thasſands convertcd of Jewes and Heathens, and gathered 
into Chriſtian Churches, there were not many who had 
Infant Children, ſome of them borne before they were con- 
verted, who upon ſuch converſion of their parents were to 
be accounted Chriſtian Infants, and others borne after 
ſuch converſion in that period of time, which the hiſtory 
ofthe Aas of the Apoltles. fills up, which Infants muſt 
alſo be. ſtiled Chriftian Infants ? Andif ſo, then the reaſon 
of wanting examples of baptizing Chriſtian Infants is not 
that. which you alledge, viz. becauſe the Church was 
then but in gathering from amongſt the Heatbens and Jewes; 
But becauſe it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt (for what 
cauſe we dare not determine ) to forbeare the expre/ſe mentt-. 
oning of Infants baptiſme. 

4. The Church was tben under heatheniſh perſecuting Ma... 

iftrates; bexce- they bad no houſes built for or appropriated to 
Toh worſbip, 

Anſw, In your Examinations pag. 6. you cite, x Cor. 1t« 
22, and ſay, To come together «. Ti ixuncia. is, ( if. rightly 
tranſlated) to come together i one place, and [0 Eccleſia 15 op- 
poſed to the burldings or bouſes tn which they did eate and drinke 
1: Here you ſay, T bat. the primitive Churches had not how. 
ſes, 5. Doe you not. maniteſtly contrad:# your ſelfe? for. 
ifthey were not houſes, in which they did eate and drinke 
in, but .did meecte - together - in for holy worſhip,. were 
they not ſofarre forth ſet apart for holy worſhip? 

If by appropriation of bouſes to boly worſhip (which you ſay .- 
was not then in the. premitiyve times, but ought to be now) 
you , meane. ſuch -a . ſetting a part 2s . muſt neceſſarily 
exclude all uſing of ſuch houſes to other purpoſes, it is 
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ſuperſiition {o to conceive or ſpeake. But if you grant that 
uſe may be made of them orherwiſe then-in Gods worſhip, 
How are they then appropriated to Gods worſhip more now 
then inthe times of primitive Churches ? For they were 
then knowne noted places, (at leaſt among ſome Churches) 
and capacious of great multitudes, in which the Churches 
did ordinarily meete, as from 1 Cor. ! 4. 2 3. aPpeares. 
They meete tn the night to pray, preach and celebrate the 
Supper. 
Anſ. And did they not mect in the day alſo? How elſe did 
the unbeleevers meet with them & come among them ? 
- Miniſters had no ſetled marr tenance, 
Anſw. It is a 03 ſ[equitur, that becauſe the Church was 
under Heathexiſh and perſecuting Magiſtrates, therefore 
Miniſters had no ſerled maintenance. Is there any rule for 


ſetled maintenance in the whole Goſpell? which yet (being - 


that there are preditions many, of peaceable and proſpe- 
rous times to the Church) there might have beene, if God 
had meant any fucy thing. Nay, there are intimations, (if 
not cleare declarations) againſt ſetled maintenance to ariſe 
from the Churches, 

There was then an extraordinary effuſſton of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon the eApoſtles, Evangeliſts, and ſur dry of the Elders ana 
people , hence there was no neede of Univerſities, (fc. 

Anſw. Yes: there was neede, becauſe you ſpeake but of 
ſundry, and the Apoſtle deſired that they all might ſpeake 
with toxgues, bur rather that they might propheſie, 1 Cor, 
4. 5. therefore there mighr be uſe of ſchooles in refe- 
renceto them that wanted extraordinary gifts. 

Nor of udying for Sermons. 

Anſw.. Yes: Elſe what meaneth the Apoſtle when he 


bids Timothy irre up the gift, &c. and give attendauce to | 


reading, &c. 
No aſing ſet Prayers and Pſalmes. | 
Anſw. Were there no ſet Pſalmes in thoſe dayes ? Bars 
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thoſe Pſalmes, Hymmes, and ſpirituall ſongs, whichthe 
Church at Epheſus, and at Coloſſe, and all the Churches did 
ſing inſpired bythe (pirit > Andwere no ſcripture P{1lmes 
ſung in thoſe times ? That will be a ſtrengthening to them 
that doubt of the ſinging of Davids Pſalmes. As tor pray- 
ers, isthere a neceflity now of a Forme, becauſe extraor- 
dinary gifts are ceaſed ? May not an ordinary gift be ſuffi- 
ciently helpfull, ro put up prayers by? We would thinke it 
ſhould 2ow be unſeaſonable to plead for ſer formes of 
prayer. 

6. The Apoſites bad the cave of all the (hurches, and with- 
out arfference taught and baptized, ana ordered matters in all 
(barches where they came, now we may not expett ſuch Officers, 
tut muſt be content with ordinary Elders, amongſt whom ſo much 
of their power as God intended to beperpetuall, w druided, 

Anſw. Bur if there be an vniverſall viſible governing 
Church which you pleadfor, the Elders of it muſt have care 
of all the Churches, and muſt Preach, Baptize, and rule 
where ever they come. And the repreſentative xcumentcall 
Church or Counſell confiſts of ſuch Elders that every of 
them muſt have care of all the Churches, Wherethen is 
the difference according to your principles betwixt 'the 
Apoſſles and ſuch Elders in that matter? And whether the 
Brethren do not ſhare in ſome of their power you know is 
under controverhe. 

7. There were then ſome extraordinary occaſional precepts, 
and prattiſes which binde xot tn ordinary, as jell;ng all tg grue to 
the poore, Mat. 19,21, baving all things common, «AA.2,44, 
45. & 4.32. 39,35» 

Anſw, Selling all and gruemg to the Poore, Was Never 4 pre- 
ceptnor pragiſe in rhe Chriſtian "Apoſtolike Churches; 
nor doth AL”, 19.21. prove it, whereas you produce jt to 
declare the difference betwixt the Apoſtolike Churches 
and ours. The having of all things commn, had not any pre- , 
cept for i in the Apoſtles dayes that we know of, and the 
. practiſe 
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practiſe was voluntaryand not ———_— ſome did it, 
und to follow, as 
ſrom A#.5.4.appeares. Where then is the difference be- 
twixt the Apoſtolike Churches and ours? For were there 
now like cauſe, for having all worldly ſubſtance common,and 
ſhould God incline the hearts of Chriſtians thereto, it 
might be lawfull zowas well as then. | 
Now (Brother) we have given you an account what wee 
are able to ſay to your Seven Particulars, which we pre- 
termitted before. And whether we did burt youto helpe 
our ſelves by our former ſilence of them, letthe intelligent 
Reader judge. 

The ſecond inſtance is, out of your Ex imination of your 
Poſitzon the Sixt, where you ſay, 4 maine paſſage is omitted 
without giving any bint or 1utimation of any thiug omitted, 

- Anſw. The Printer, or he that copied ir out for the 
Preſſe, poſſibly hath omitted an &«. will it be worth the 
rofting what you have taken in hunting ? CPs" 

2. We might chalenge you if you can, {o to woe the 
whole, or any part of thoſe fix lines omirted, to the relcefe 
or reſcue either of the cauſe or your Examination, as they 
relate untothe Poſitron. 

For thoſe words wherein you alledge, Ger.9.9, 10. we 
looked upon them as free of the Company of thoſe By- 
matters you beſought us in the Preface not to meddle wh, 
which if we had examined, could neither advantage your 
cawle nor indanger ours. | 

For the reſt of the words omitted, they are but different 
expreſſions of the ſame thing imported in the words 
tranſcribed and]þoth fully anſwered, | | 

You ſay (but it is your miſtake) Fhat the (overant (Gen. 
17) #5 taken for Gods part of the Covenant or Promiſe to Abra- 
ham, Gal.3.16,17. Not for mans part to God, whereof we now 
ſpeak, & then adde Gods Covenanting with Abraham did not 


impoſe nor ſuppoſe 47 expreſ/e vocall Covenant on Abrahams 


part, 
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part, Now ifthis be ſo, then was not Abraham bound toany 
rhing on- his part by vertue of this Covenant ; butthe con- 
rrary is manifeſt from verſ.9. where God ſaid to eAbraham, 
Thou ſhalt keepe my Covenant. 
06. If itbe ſaid, This Covenant was Circumciſtons 
eAyxſw. Circumcifion is called the (overare Metonymi- 
cally,as the Seale may be called by rhe name of rhe rhing 
ſcaled, and therefore is called the token of the Covenanr, 
verſ.11. 
06, Ifit be ſaid, this was not an expreſie vocall Covenant, 
eAnſw. The Poſition menrtioneth an holy Covenant, but 
ſaich nothing of an exprefle vocall Covenant; and you by 
yourbringing in theſewords do alter the Queſtion ; nor 
doe we hold an exprefle vocall Covenant neceffary to the 
being of a Church. Andwe would be rightly underſtood, 
when we ſay it is neceſſary to the purity and: ſtrength of a 
Church; Our meaning is nor, that it is a ſtanding Ordi- 
nance of God, that the Church ſhould be united by a wocall 
expreſs:ox of their mutuall conſent (which we call the Co- 
wenant) ſoas that ſubſcriptzon, ignalls, or ſilence it (elfe, as a 
figme, may not be a lawfull teſtification of their conſent: 
bur that for as much as with the beart man bel:eveth to righ- 
teauſneſ[e, and with the mouth confeſSion s made unto ſaluation , 
for as muchas God hath given: us our tongues to exprefſe 
our conceptions withall, it is-fit and convenient, that it 
ſhould be expreſſed inwords, and ſo words are necefſary,as 
one (and uſually the fitreſt) expreſhon of our mindes; 
Laftly,haviong proved, thatthe ſt:zpulation 'rwixt'Go# and 
eAbrabam was mutuall, you are pram than we 
ours; for paſſing oy. your expreſſions cqngening Gen.9.9, 
de 4$ nod ory. fill up your' ſentenceapeaa juſt perind, 
rather then argumentative, for would it notbe an: intolera- 
ble inconfequence thustoargve. >! | 110 57 3 boy mill 
If Gods covenanting witha creature doth notalway ſup- 
poſe ſo much as an A. ms onthe creatures 
part, 
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part, then Gods covenanting with Abrabam, Gen, 17. doth 
not ſuppoſe an expreſle vocall Covenant on Abrabams part , 
(take it ar the beſt as you have ſtated it for your advantage, 
quite beſides the queſtion.) 

But the firſt is true, Gen.g. 9,10. £rg0 &c. For what hin 
ders though it doth alwayes doe ir, why:it may not doe it, 
Gen. 17. Beſides the Aſſumption may be called in queſtion 
in point of truth. If you ſpeake of a Covenant, as properly 
ſocalled : For whereas you urge that the birdes and beaſts 
could not ſo much as give an implicite aſſent, we ſay it is 
true: but ſay withall that it was nota Covenant in ptopri- 
ety of ſpeech with thein, but improperly, even as the Cove- 
nant mentioned, Job 5.23. Hoſ. 2.18. And we ſay with 
Mafter &:vet, 11 fa der is 0bjette quers poteſt, an antmalia ſunt 
federis capacts, que neque ſtipulars poſſunt, neque promittere, 
ex ſupertoribus id repetendum quemadmodum tnutrete, &c, In 
the obje& of the Covenant it may be enquired how living 
creatures can be capable of the Covenant, which canneither 
Kipulate nor promiſe, Therefore we muſt repeate what we 
have ſaid before, that as the living creatures became fharers 
ofthe puniſhment of finne, indire&ly and for mans ſake, 
fo the benefit of the Covenant concerning the not ſending 
of another flood doth indire&ly and for mans ſake, belong 
unto them: Sofor children not borne, it was no:atuall Co- 
venant, but onely vertuall and potentiall, tothe reduction 
of which into anaQuually mutuall-Covenant,@yhichis a'Co- 
venant properly ſocalled) was required the ftipnlation of 
the Children, when they ſhould be aQnally called, to take 

+ But this :Covenant as it-related to Noh, did fuppole'a 
Covenant on' Neabs part. For he was bound to faith, and 
walking with God on his part, as well as God topreferve 
him and the world from a - For as Maſter Rzvet ſaith 
upon another occaſion; Frunt auters federa mutans flipalats- 
one parttum, pc. Covenants are mane with a matuall and 0- 
lemne 


—— 


— 
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lemne flipulation, of engaging themſelves to the performance of 
ſuch and ſuch benefits and duties. Here we reade of the pro- 
miſes of a mercy on Gods part, but there is no mention of 
the duties that Noab for his part was to performe, bur yet 
this muſt be underſtood that Neab would walke juſtly and 
uprightly as he had done in former times. So Parzw u 
on this place calls ir, mutuum fa dus, a mutuall covenant. & 
that ifit be underſtood ofa. Covenant properly ſo called, 
and homogeneall with that in Ger. 17. (and if ithe not, the 
argument will be of no force) it may be ſaid that Gods co- 
venanting with man, doth ſuppoſe a reſtipulation or coves 
nant On mans part. | | >. 

The thard :nſtance is out of poſition 7. where alſo you 
would have the Reader tounderſtand; that the chiefe part 
of your anſwer, viz. 7t is not ſaid they gave themſelves tothe 
Chureb or (hurches, but to us, Viz. Paul aud Timothy, ts left 
without the leaft mk or intimation. 

Anſw, Are not theſewords to be found in our defexce ? 
pag. 44+ The argument is fetcht a Comparatis, the members of 
the Churebes of Maredonia did as much in a like caſe: they gave 
themſetyes to the: Lord, and to the Apoſtle and Trmothy, accor. 
ding to Gods will, to be guided by the Loro, and direRed by them, 
a whole Church or (Churches to one or two perſons gave them- 
ſelves ; And an argument 1s fetcht thence thus, then may. one 
perſon that ts to joyne: to a Church, as fitly give hemſelfe 38 the 
Lordto be guided by bim, and to the whole (Church and Officers 
thereof to bearrefted by them according tothe will of God, Doe 
notwegrant, that it is not ſaid, that they gave themſelves 
965 = © nt gan Churches, but to us, viz. Paul and Time- 
thy? Nor doth the Poſition imply any orher thing. For # 
ſaith, As the members of the Church of Mareionra did-in a 
paralell or like caſe. It ſpeakes onely of fomething done pro- 
portionably to that which they 'ipreſſe : where then is the 

mjury doge toyou? Is it inthis, that without — 
your allegatios, as your RC we have yet-anſwe _ 
2 | r 
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te whole ſtrength of it? Forgive us this wrong, and retra& 
your charge, which though it have truth in it, 10 the letter 
of your words in which K.runs, yet it wants truth in your 
ſcope in which you make ir z For you complaine of wrozg to 


30u andthe truth of God, but cauſeleſly and moſt injuriouſly, 


as from what is preſented is manifeſt. 

The fourth ;aſtance is out of Poſitzor 22, where you ſay, 
your whole anſmer to Revel. 4.4. 1s by an Index expurgatorius 
Liotted out. 

Anſw. We have ſought up-our papers, and we perceive 
that in the copying out ef the Ryph for the preſſe, the an- 


-ſwer to this text was omitted, Caſu ax Cenſilio, we cannot 


ſay. The anſwer was to this effe&, it hath been uſually the 
practiſe of men of the moſt approved parts, and unqueſtio- 
ned integrity, after they have ſolidly proved a place by 
plaine texts of ſcipture, then to adde as probable thoſe 
which in their judgement lookt that way, though more ob. 
ſcure, 'as typicall- and propheticall places; The ſame is 
that praQtile of the Elders of New England, in urging this 
place. So that if you could' make it out, that the Elders 
have miſt the genuine ſenſe of the place, yer you have'but 
knockt off one of the £mblemats of the garniſhings ofthe 
roome, whereas the Poſition it ſelfe remaines unſhaken 
by you. . 

- . We doe-profeſle our ſclves unwilling to defend the 
paſitzon by vertue of the text(at leaſt in that expreſſion, vir, 
of authority and governing power)yet ib may be thoſe reverend 
learned and religious Authors are able to maintaine it, 
though we by reaſon of our weakenefſe dare-notundertake 
Wu. 
3- As forthe expoſition that you put upon it, though it 
be conſonant to the interpretation of ſome learned wri- 
ters, and thorgh it ſeemed probable to one of us, yet 


upon further-inegpedation,though we abſolutely: rejeQir, no 


we have net yet theſe exceptions again; it. 


EF» VWe- 


ar” 
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1, We reade notof any eyes that the 24 Elders had, but 
the four beaſts were full of eyes, Rev.g. 8. Is this the meanin 
of it, that the Churches in the foure Quarters of the woe 
bad eyes, that is, wiſdome,knowledgr. underitanding to ma+ 
nage, order, guide, and diſpoſe of the affaires of the Thurs - 
ches : But the Officers wanted. eyes, and {o were excluded 
from directive power ? For this will follow upan your ex- 
poſition, at leait, if your argument againſt rhe 1aterpretari- 
on which the Elders of New England give of (rownes, prove 
ſolid. You ſay by their expoſition, The Elders which are ſig- 
nified by the foure beaſts, are excluded from governing power, for 
they fit not on Thrones, nor have (Townes on their heads. And 
wewill ſay againſt you, the Elders which you-would have 
to be the Elders of the Churches are excluded from dire- 
Rive power, forthey have not eyes before and bebinae, as the 
four beaſts have. 

2, Wercade that the four beaſts doc leadthe fourand 
twenty Elders in the worſhip and Service of God in the 
Church, Reel, 4. 9,10. #ben. thoſe Beaſts gave honour and 


glory, &c. the four and twenty Elders fell downe and worſhipped, 


tc. Soalloc.5.$.11. 14. Now-whether the Charches doe 
leadtheir. Officers inall their worſhips, they performe to 
God, (which will follow from.your expoſition), orthe Of+ 


ficers doe lead'the Churches, judge you. 


3». We ſce no abſurdity-in Maſters Cottorns and New» 
Englands brethiens expoſition, who make the four beaſts 
ne the Officers of the Churches,and the four andtwent 
Elders to be the members. As for your allegation of R2ovel, 
7«9+I1.13, 14+ where you ſay, That the Elders are diſtin- 
guiſhed from beleevers ;,, We anſver toit, We diſcerne not 
that rhe E/ders are any more diſtinguiſhed then the four 
beaſts are, which yet you interpret tobe the BeleeLers of the 
four parts of the, world, let the place be viewed. 

4. Though Maſter: Cotto» delyc, that by-(Crownes, arc 
Enſignes of. authority any morethen white rayment was. an- 


Enſigne. 


YT, we ET TY 
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Enſigne of Przeſthood, yet he aſlerts, that in ſome particu- 
lars that beloogs to Church members, which is the Privi- 
ledge of X:2gs that weare Crownes: As 1. That they traxſ- 
48 nothing by themſelves, but by their Officers. 2, Thety conſent 
is requifite td the judgements that paſſe ix the Church, And 
therefore it may ſeemeleſſe ſtrange, if they appearc: with 
Crownes. | 

Having thus anſwered that part of your Epiſtle, where- 
in you lay divers charges upon us, we ſhall now more brief- 
ly anſwer the former part of your Epiſtle, wherein you en- 

avour to-purge your lelfe from thoſe charges laid upon 
you. Andyou ſay, 

The deepe andbeavy charge (as yoa call it) tn the firſt part of my 
preface againſt miſinterpretation of ſcriptater,asd belying of G od, 
counterferting the King of Kings band, (though I now ſeebow 1 
have ſped) I repent not of. | 2 he Ch 

Anſw. Nether appeares it that you doe repent, that you 
have poſitron 2.3 laid tG our charge things that we knew nor, 
yea things, that when weheard oftherh, were of deteftivbie 
conſideration in our thoughts. If you hall ſolidly confate 
our reply, we ſhall juſftifie you'tn-this impenitency, bar if 6- 
therwife, we ſhalldefire to movrne 1x ſecret for you, and pray, 
that God would give it an impreſſion upon your ſpirit. / 

You have the more'cauſe to repent, it thatbe true which 
you alledge in the portall of your EpeſHeyvir. that the Exa- 
minatso: (fc. was for the moſt part an anſwer to ſome allegatians, 
as were prevately made to you for ſatrsfafiron, For doe 
doubting brethren wanting light: addrefſe-themſelves ro 
you for fatisfa&ion concerning the meanirig of ſuch and 
ſuch ſcriptures; and' doc'you publiſh their doubts, as their 
poſitrons, and what was propoſedto you prevately toobraine 
ſatrsfa810n, doe you divulge it to the. world: as a bthing of 
God, a counterfeiting of the King of Kings band, an addition th 
bis word? Surely this will make men tender how they ledke 

ſetrsfafizon from you for the future. 
| Nor 
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Nyr ſee 7 cauſe (fay you). why you ſbould repenc at it, or com> 
plane of it : if you bave clearely manifeſted (a5 11 your title page 
you ſay you bave) the poſitions and ſcriptures alledged for your 
Church way, and by me examined, to be ſufficient, pert inent, aud 
fall of power. | 
dth not the meaning of-this amount: to thus much ? 
(For undoubtedly thefe@cenfures relate to the poſitions, and 
conſequently ro the authors of rhem) that:if an interpreta- 
tion may be clearly -manifeſted ro be ſufficient, pertinent, 
and fall of power, then the perſons rhat give it, may not 
complaine, though ithey be allbedawbedwattrimputations 
of belhing God, counterfeiting the King of Kings hand, adding 
ro the word ? Muſt 'inmocency of neceſſity be ſtupid and in- 
ſenſible of injuries ? 

Ws 657 veniam corvis, vexat cenſers velumbas. | 

end yet I find my folft deeply charged by you to depra Ve plas 
ces, bhorraid blurre f wir pe nies boly, pertinent E x- 
preſſions, to wrong the Elders of New-Englani,wreſt allegations. 

Anſw. . Letthe Reader judge berwixt us, if it be not truth. 

But you goe on and/fay; © 7 ot ith! 

Yes though? fad, I will not tell you who ſatd all the Church 
#s holy, &c : yet you thinke it not unwortby my ſerious conſidera- 
t10n, whether it might not be ſaid tomee, as ſametzmes Cbriſt ſatd 


#$802t00f the twelve, when be athed, Mutter ic 6t 1% aud be an- 


Twtred, thou baft [aid > («bitter perſonall imueftive) Of c,. 
VVe intended not theſe words 2s any: invedtive at'all, 

munch leffe as 2 perſonall inveRtive as you affitme; Itwas 

neveran £mbr:o in our thoughts tocompareyouw ith Zudgs 


(as you inſintvre)"'Ytis cleare as the Sun, that! you.compare 


the Conpregationdll menibers in the! purſait of their way, to. 
Corab, Dathan, and eAbiram. Owtmeaning'is plainely this, 
by this forme af ſpeaking, borrowed 'from our Saviours 
words in 2nother caſe, to ſignifie that it mightracher be 
Rid againft you, whar youbring __ ts; va. ThatiPreſ- 


' byteriall novernours dos bake »pow #bem, becaufe they. 


tace 


take upon'them, an authoritative power, over thoſe Con- 


gregations 


Tealons to prove that our way ts. the garzſaying of Corah are 
weake: For 1. this ſch:ſmatscal company would utterly 
have taken awaythe power of Moſes and the Prieſthood of ly 
eAaron, and ſo when they. had Officers, would have deſtroy- 
cd their Officers we onely in the extraordinary caſe of an 
utter want of an E/derſhip to ordaine, hold it fit to ordaine 


by perſons 
tution of 4 


perſons that have beene _—_— Miniſters, whilſ their 
relations to theis feveratl 

{ome oftheſe are deputed to ordaine the firft Elder ; If there 
be but one Preacher joyned as a member, and ſeverall per- 
ſons of eminentiholineſle andgifts fitted for ruitng Elders, 
then there is aw E/derſbip choſen, and, the reſt of the Elder- "N 
fhip ordained one of their Company for their firſt Elder. 
Inthe Church of. Duckenfield in Cheſbire , four Preachers 


ders. 


2. If the placing of Church power in the body of the 
Congregation, were the gaincſaying of Cort, then becauſe | 
cle&ion of Officers(eAF.6.)is abranch of Church-power, 
and was placed in, and ated bythe body of the Church at 
Jeruſalem,that Cburchwas guilty of the garne-ſaying of (orah, T 
which is your ſecond Argyment. | A 

3- 'Tisnottruc,that our cauſe enjoynes ar allowes com- 

laining (#-e. ofthe regular exerciſe of 'the: power) of the 

Iders that rule over them in the Lord, for taking too 
"much upon them, but we honcur and obey the E/derſksps of 
ourſeverall Churches ; and alſo the Elders and Members 
- deputed of ſeverall-Churches met in a Synod occaſionally 
to reifie diforders, &c. which the particular Churches 


joynediin the foundation of the Church. Ar Sourty in Tork- 
ſhere but one ; But in both places the Ordination was per- 
formed either by Preachers as deputed, or by ele&-El- 
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over whom :Uhriſt hath nor ſet:them. -Your 


deputed, or by Elders ckeQed; If in the conſti- 
Church; there doe joyne as. members, ſeverail 


burches were in-being, then 


arc 
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are not able to accompliſh. Bur as for jtated Claſricall £1. 
derſhips, and your ſeverall graduall Jucicatures, ſwallowing 
up the Yotes ofthe Elders of the particular Congregation in 
the Major part of the Yotes of the Syn0d, Ordaining, Depri- 
ving, Admoniſhing, Excommunicaring, Reſtoring; we ſay, 
thele are not powers ordained of God. And conſequently 
weare not guilty of the gaineſaying of Corah, though wee 
ſhould ſay of theſe, They take too much upon them, 

You procced, The uſuall occaſion of your (enſures of depra- 
Ving places, &C. 15 a wide (I bepe) not a willing miſtake iz you, 
and not any iniquity in my hands or heart, you expe the Pojitt- 

ons and Scriptures alledged, to agree fully and exaitly with the 
places citedin the Margent, which I neitber profeſſed nor in- 
tende1, (fc. | I 
eAnſw. We expedt not an exaR agreement in words and 
expreſſions, but yet we could not but looke for an agree- 
ment according toth?2 expreſſions of your Marginalls in 
ſenſe and importment. Vhere you fay Poſition, See 4lmoſt 
the ſame Argument verbatim. Weexpedt with good cauſe an 
exact agreement in ſenſe and almoſt in words. When you 
ſay, See the like, we expeCt there an exat agreement in 
ſenſe, and a likeneſſe in manner of expreſſion, and ſo in the 
reſt. For ifthere be-not the ſame thing aſſerted in both, the 
Margent is ridiculous, In divers Poſitions your Marginalls 
have no ſuch modifications in them, muſt we not expe 
aneca@ agreement in ſenſe and words in thoſe places? 

Your AMarginalls themſelves are profe/iton eaough of 
ſuch an agreement, eſpeciall to any man that readeth, your 
Preface, where you ſay, The way of [ndependencie produceth 
ſundry texts tn Preaching, Writing, ( onference, which for the 
moſt part alſo, ſbeproduceth zn Print upon the ſame or the like 
occaſion. 

Darth not this import an agreement in ſenſe and import- 
ment,betwixt the Prented Bookes alledged and the Poſ;tzons 
athered from Preaching, Writing, Conterence? 

F When 


a : ” 
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When you ſay, Tow alledge Printed Bookes probably to intt- 
mate whence th: Propoſition was taken : Do you not imply 
that the ſubltance ot rhe Propofition 1s to be found in the 
place from whence it is taken, andit ir be not found there, 
are you not juſtly ro-be blamed? 

VW bereas you fay The Prent:d Boikes all:dged ta the Mare 
gent are the By ſtandeys ſpoken of in the Preface, either we doe 
much miſtake you, or you doe, (which were ſtrange) nor 2 
lttle miſtake your ſelfe. VVhat then ts the meaning of 
theſe words inthe Preface > / publiſh not- all their Depoſiti» 
025, nor all that is materi all, hut fo much ( as I concetve) at pre» 
ſent ſuffictent, If any of the Brethren (amongſt whom Mr.Cotton 
is deſeryedly the chiefe) ſeeme in my apprehenſion to come neerer 

the truth then others, I willingly take notice of it, ec, 
 Isnot Mr. Cotton one among the reſt of thoſe Authors 
in Print, whoſe D2poſitions you publiſh, how then is Mr. 
Cotten and rhe reſt made By-ſtanders which muſt not be med- 
led with ? And (by the way) if you bad any ation ar all to 
enter againſt the cauſe, vvhy did you ſo uningenuouſly as 
not to publifh all that is material? Is it your meaning 
that you would have li>erty to alledge our Printed Bookes 
at your pleaſure, and we might not take notice whether you 
did them right or wrong ? This ſcemeth to betoo groſle. 
For our- parts we tooke By-ſtanders and By-matters tobe 
meant of fome expreſſions rather of at 0r2atzue and: exple- 
z-ve then of an argumentative nature. 

The next thing you iadeavour to purge: your ſelfe from, 
is from affeting Prelacy, which you ſay, we doe ſecretly intimate, 
and that rothes end, to caſt an odtum upon yow and the cauſe you 
plead, 

Aaſw, We know youare more wiſe then © Expreſle af- 
teion to declining Prelacie. If you ſhould, this could not 
with rationall men, bring an Od:#m vpon your Cauſe: and 
when you ſay, peradventure the word ( ſimply) was put 12 for a 
retreft, tn cauſe you ſhould behotly purſued for pleading the Cauſp 


of 


and rhe Tenant to whom the Land was leaſed be 
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of Prelacie under the notion of Pres/ytery; we intended to ſhew 
the weaknefſle of your reaſoning, not to caſt an Odium 
upon you, for the thing it ſelfe avoid the force of it if you 
can. It (you lay) Dotrephes was n0t blamed for having prebe- 
minence, Doe you not plead the Prelaricall Cauſe? And 
if you ſay, be was not ſimply blamed, Doe you not cleare the 
Allegation of the Elders ? if chere be any other place men- 
tion it, and we hope to give you ſatisfation, 

But you ſay, That you #1 the worſt times were not more Prelg- 
ticall then the greateſt and godlieſt Independents in the King- 
aom?, if n0t at leaſh one of us have beene. 

Anſw. For our ſelves, when we firſt entred into the Mi- 
niſtery, we were both of us conformable in judgement, and 
ſomcrimes (though very rarely) in pratsſe. Bur we have 
bewailed, and puvliquely reſtified our repentance, both be- 
fore and fince the rimes of this preſent Parliament. The 
one of us renounced ir, and was therefore ſuſpended by txe 
Biſhop of Cheſter fourteene yeares agoe, and was afterwards 
abour thirteene yeares fiace expu/ſed from his habitation, 
and after that abour eleven yeares ſince was forced to leave 
the Kingdome, and to ſeeke for ſhelter in Hollans, and 
there joyned with others in a Congregatzonall way, and after 
that when the unſutableneſle of that aire occaſioned much 
ſickneſſe, he was conſtrained to returne, and finding noreſt ' 
was the ſecond time neceſſitated to tranſplant hiniſelfe into 4 
New-England, where if the High Commzſſjon at Torke cquld 
have let him alone, he might probably have ended his dayess _ 
Bur for none appearance at their Courts, when yet hewas-»". x £» 
out of the Land, and knew nothing of their ſummons, he * wg 
was finedin ſeverall ſummes of money, which together, a-" Uh i 
mounted to fifreene hundred and, fifry pound. And fs &- ** 8 3 
Rare in #irrall in Cheſhire was extended upon for payment," <br® 

ou his 

departure to New-England, forced to pay great ſurnames of 
money for the redemprion of _ cattell, which Fre up. 

= 2 O 
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of theground : where he was fupported in thoſe troublous 
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rimes by rhe beneficence of two religious Gentlemen, vrz, 
MIIRr Wm Steciuronof Dothit, and bis forme-in law 
Cris] Taylor of Lengaon aforeſaid his noble ſriends. And 
ie ridings gf theſe crucTT procecdings, and the greivous 
complaints of the Tenant, commi®} over to him in ſevera} 
tetters, he was adviſcdtotry if by hisreturning backe, he 
could uſe meancs to free his eſtate, bur beſore he arrived 
this r:nowned reforming Parliament was afſembled,and what 
he harh ſuffered ſince for his oppoſition to Prelacy is known 
not to a few. 
As forthe other of us, ſome yeares before the Biſhops 
fell, and whilſt their power ſeemed to be bound as with a 
Band of iron and braſle, being enforced by the then Chan- 
cellour of Fereford, toturne his afternoone Sermon. into 
a Careciſme Le&ure. Upon that occafion ſtudying more 
clabourately and induſtriouſly the ſecond Commandement, 
through the rich grace and mercy of God not onely faw 
rhe oy. > Epiſcopacy,and ceremonies impoſed, but alfo re- 
p=nted of the uſe of them, and publiquely inthe Pariſh of 
Atmel: in Herefordſhire preached againſt them, and for all 
the fubſtantials of that way of Congregationall govern- 
ment, which ever ſince, and at this day, he hath and doth 
judge to beare moſt conformity with the word of truth, 
Afterward being troubled in the Biſhops Courtfor Non- 
conformity, and _—_ no hope of liberty, did by conſent 
bt  «. (leave eAtmele, andlived about three yeares ina'ſmall pecu- 
ve 1 Ntiar exempt from Epiſcopall Juriſdiftion, viz. Longaon 
g maj UPON Terere in Shrop bire: And yet we ſuppoſe there may be 
other Independearts (fo called) more anti-prelaticall then 
y 'onr ſelves. Concerningyon, though you have forced us Wy 


00 
E : "your catſeleffe compariſon, (which alſo. was a manife 

charge) toappeare in our owne juſtification, yet (that be- 
ng done) we are not willing to vent our ſelves in the words 


'of detration againſt you, but we leave. youto your owne 


conſcience. 
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© thouſands of perſons, who have' many yeates been acquain* 
tedwith your whole courſe of preaching and living, whether 
the compariſoz ways equall. 

You ſay, You plead for the government of the Reformed (huy- 
ches maintained by Maſtey Burne of: Mancheſter , cHafter 
Goſnall of Boulton, Maſter Fleetwood of Wigan, &c. 

Anſw. Whattheſe Reverend men did hold or maintaine, 
we have no. particular knowledge, ſaving that we thinke 
good to let you underſtand, that Reverend Maſter Burne 
was in his larter dayes, in a great part againſt that Claſſical! 
way which you contend for. And we have notes of his own? 
band writing, which we can if need require (and hereafter ic 
may be hall)produce, tothe open view of men. In which he 
cloſeth very much with the Brethren of N. England in their 

anſwer to the nine Poſitions, anddiſlikes Mr. Bals Reply, 

Thus Brother, we have endeavoured ' to take off the 
ſtrength of your complaints, which you make againſt us in 

your Epiſtle. Our hearts doe witnefle for us that we inten- 
ded notto uſe guile or cunning craftineſſe in our defence of 
'the Poſitions and Scriptutes againſt your examinations, 
.nor yet to. aſperſe you with reproaches, but with integrity 
of ſpirit, what we have belceved with rhe heart, we attem p- 
ted the maintenance of wirhout any defigne ofwronging 
u, much lefſe the trurh of God, We bope your ingenuity 
will be ſuch rhat you will retra& ſo harda cenfure, and re- 
ft of fach a cauſleſſe outcry, with which you cloſe your 
piſtle. If nor, ler the godly intelligent Reader judge be- - 
twixtus, whether we or the Complainant hath moſt offen- 
ded; as forus it ſhall be our deſire that peace & truth 
may abound more and more with you, and with 
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conſcience to be judged; and to the judgement of ſome” _ == 
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Oncerning your queſtions, whereto you require ratio» ,-- 

aall and ſcripturall anſwers, you have beene ſo inſatiable; 
in the multiplication of them, as that you have made your T8 
demand irrationall to rationall men. If ſeven or eight v ":j# 
queſtions may well exerciſe an Aſſembly of men ſome S. { 
weekes, perhaps monthes, to give ſ{cripturall and rattonall 
anſwers to them, how long may one or two be exerciſed in 
anſyering one hundred and twelve queſtions ? 

Yet we ſhall fay ſomewhat ro them,and | ay our ſenſe of 
them, the better to be excuſed with the Reader, though 
oh give not at preſent a dire& ſcripturall anſwer to any of 
them. 

1. Your queſtions are reduceable to theſe heads.Some of 
them are either in whole or in part anſwered already, in our 
defence, as Q. 11.24. 30,31. 35,36-38. 41,42,43. 48,49. 
52.56.73-77,78.84,85. 102,103. 

2.50me of them are bottomed upon miſtakes,of things aſ- 
ſerredro be held by us, which yetwe hold not, as 19,20,21, 
22.39-44-50,51, 56,57,58.61.80. 

3.S0me of them do ariſe and _— ex non conceſ is, from 
thang ſaken for granted, which yet we cannot praut, as.23+ 
29. 32; . — a 

| 4.Some o* themare de non negatis,of things which we grant 
andyecldas well as you, wherein you and we doe agree, or 
clſc they are de zegatis,of thi gs which both you and we do 
Alike deny, as.5 5-86,387.91.96,97,98,9 9,190. 102,103. 
5.50me of them are inthe nature of them deep cenſures,& 
full of calumny & ſlander, both of our way & perſons, as 1, 
2, 3,4,5,6-10-15+37-41-45-49--57-78.83.88.104. 107. 

6. Some of them ſavour of a bitter diſtempered \{picit,and 
tend to incenſe the Magiſtrate agaiaſt us, as-57.96: Io6, 
107,108,109,HIo,[11,112% wow 

7. Some of them {ceme to be dubious queſtions procee- 
ding from atroubled ſpirit,that either we have Auditors 
to:heare us preach or any maintenance from any beſide 

them of our owne way, as 77-79-84. 8. Some 
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» 8. Someof them are entrapping queſtions, and in them 
there is al:q«:4 latens ſome thing that appeares not and you 
watch for advantage,as 76-8 1.82. 

9. One of them (in a ſuperfluons Parentheſis) gibes at 
the langnage of many godly knowne Chriftians,who yetare- 
able to-juſtifie their expreſſions,v!z. 46. 

10. One of them is a queſtion concluding with a vaine- 
glorious chalenge. v:z. 100. 

11. Some of them are ſuch as that many of rhe Brethren: 
ofthe Presbyrerian judgement doe agree with us in them, 
and we may referre you tothem to anſwer them, as 46.71. 4 

12. One of them is rather a youre controverted among | o 
your ſelves then betwixt you and us, Uiz.90. | 

1 3+z Some of them are impertinent and come not up to 
_ the coMtroverlic betwixt us, as 16.17.18.44-54.2a0]ſame 
others, 

14. Some of them are unneceſſary queſtions, becauſe 
theanſweriug of ſome one, would cut off and make voide 
the neceſſitic of propounding hand anfivering of the reft of 
that nature, as the anſwering of the 7. would prevent the 
propoundiag, of the 8.19.13, r4.uhe anſivreingofthe x1, 
would make the 9.and 12.uſcleſſe, So che anſwering of 63. 
makes vaine the propounding of 58.5 3. 60.67. 62.64.65. 
66.68. and ſoof others. a 


—_— 


| 15. The moſt of them are argumentative, and'do drſpute f | 
| of again the Thing 208 ſometimes conclude peremptory, ra- 2H 
er then propotind and” inquire after rhe thing of which 4 


yet in farme of words there is a queſtion made.” 

Byal! which it arpeares how many. of this great multi- 
tude of Queſtions.might have beene ſpared, and howlirthe 
reaſonwe have to'atifiver them. | | 

Had you not done more commendably if you liad pro- 
pounded ſome one Queſtion of a kind; as namely,one abonr- 
conſtitution of Churches; one abour gathering out of ma- 
ny Churches, one about the qualification of Metnhers; one  - © 
abou an univerſall viſible governing Church zone abox —_— 
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